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St. Mark’s Capital Campaign  
 

We have begun the planning work on our Capital Campaign! Our logo 
and theme is below. Our three chairs: Becky Mueller, Rick Reiseck, 
and Julie Simpson invite your participation and help. If you have not 
yet signed up, check out the next page to see how you can Share Our 
Faith – Secure our Future!  
 

 

 

Proposed Purpose: 
“Sharing Christ’s abundant love with each other and the world.” 
 

Proposed Principles: 
When we are at our best you will see us: 
1. Following faithfully where Jesus and the Spirit lead. 
2. Giving unselfishly for the sake of God’s work. 
3. Caring for each other as Christ cares for us. 
4. Serving compassionately in response to our neighbors in need. 
5. Welcoming and accepting all people into fellowship. 
6. Engaging with the community to enhance wellbeing. 
 

Proposed Priorities: 
In addition to helping people worship the God we meet in Jesus  
Christ, we are committed to the following focal points for our work as  
a congregation: 
1. Communicate effectively in ways that inform and engage  

members of the congregation and the surrounding community in 
faith formation and in the life and ministry of the church. 

2. Strengthen relationships and build community so that people 
feel cared for, supported and nurtured as disciples and followers 
of Jesus. 

3. Be a community leader to help churches and other  
organizations work together effectively and efficiently to make a 
difference in issues facing our community. 

4. Engage youth and their families (in the church and in the  
community) in ways that strengthen relationships and promote 
stability in family life. 

5. Care for the poor and marginalized in order to alleviate short-
term struggles but also build capacity for long-term change. 

 

The Vision Team includes: Kari Reiseck, Austin Bredow, Jeff Rehg, 
Jeanne Flynn, Becky Mueller, Don Friend, and Pastor Pat Geiseman. 
This group of leaders has met with Pastor Dave Daubert and on their 
own since August 2015. There have been approximately 6 meetings  
in addition to time spent with many community interviews. 
 

The leadership and dedication of this team is needed, appreciated  
and vital to the future planning of ministry at St. Mark’s. 

Visioning News… 
 

On Monday, May 9th the St. Mark’s Congregational Council supported 
the draft umbrella strategy as presented by the Vision Team. This draft 
is based on the results from congregational input at the congregational 
event on November 15, 2015, from a three part sermon series during 
Lent, and from community interviews done during 2015-2016 by the 
St. Mark’s Vision Team. 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church - Aurora, IL 
Draft Umbrella Strategy 
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Our Capital Campaign planning and beginning work has begun! Our three Chairs: Becky Mueller, Rick Reiseck, and Julie  
Simpson, along with the Honorary Chairs: Don & Debbie Friend and Dick & Irma Larson, are working diligently to help us all  
become part of this journey in the life of St. Mark’s. On May 3rd the first meeting of persons who are willing to share their gifts in 
many different ways provided for the beginning base of Campaign Volunteers. Many more members are needed in order for St. 
Mark’s to effectively Share Our Faith and Secure Our Future.  
 

The logo and theme developed for this pivotal time in St. Mark’s life is pictured on the front cover. The tree shows both the depth of 
the foundational roots and the upward and outward expression of St. Mark’s mission and ministry. Please note the balance of the 
root system and the branches. This logo effectively shows how important it is to pay attention to the foundation as well as our  
outward expression of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 

Easing the debt load of the congregation which presently is at $2.4M is essential for the strength of St. Mark’s mission and ministry. 
By decreasing the debt load essential program needs and further expansion of St. Mark’s outreach can happen. Over these next 
months, information will be provided to help the members of St. Mark’s be informed and encouraged to participate. At present a 
Case Statement has been developed and is available through the Chairs. A Timeline has been fine-tuned through the end of 2016. 
 

However there are many slots that need to be filled by the members of St. Mark’s. The following are areas where you can serve in 
order to Share Our Faith and Secure Our Future:  
 

 Special Events – congregational events for fellowship and community building 
 Hospitality – calling members, assisting with Special Events, coordinating efforts 
 Communication – helping with graphic, visual, technological and oral communication along with social media contacts 
 Spiritual Life – enlisting a Prayer Team, developing a Prayer Calendar, developing Campaign Devotional materials  
 Children & Youth Activities – developing ways for all children and youth to participate including their own curriculum materials 

in Sunday School and FDL, prayer emphasis materials and children and youth events 
 Materials Delivery – helping to assemble and hand deliver campaign materials to each household who does not attend the 

Special Events 
 Legacy Gifts – encouraging commitments through bequests, trusts and life income plans to the Campaign 
 Advance & Leadership – visiting and making calls on members who are willing to make a Leadership Gift to the Campaign 
 Administrative Support – copying and assembling mailings and packets of materials about the Campaign 
 Commitment/Follow-Up – receiving commitments from those unable to turn in their commitments on Commitment Weekend 
 

There are many ways to participate! This is an all-important time in the life of St. Mark’s to make sure that as a congregation we are  
Sharing Our Faith and Securing Our Future. Contact one or all of the three Chairs if you have questions and hopefully you will 
share your willingness to help out!  
 

† Becky Mueller – (630) 907-9987 or terry-becky@comcast.net 
† Rick Reiseck – (630) 554-4255 or reiseck435@gmail.com 
† Julie Simpson – (630) 907-2602 or djsimp480@hotmail.com 

During the month of June our worship focus will be centered on the Second Lesson appointed for each weekend. These all come 
from Paul’s Letter to the Galatians. Galatians has been called the “Magna Carta of Christian Freedom” in comparison to the great 
charter that guaranteed certain liberties in England in 1215. Martin Luther so loved Galatians that he called it “My Katie”, in honor 
of the woman he married. This brief letter has called the church to reform and has inspired faith in millions.  Galatians teaches 
God’s justification by faith through grace in the clearest terms. All persons are acceptable to God through their trust in God’s mercy 
through Christ.  
 

Here are the appointed texts that will be our June worship focus: 
 

 

June Worship Focus  

June 18th & 19th – Galatians 3:23-29 
June 25th & 26th – Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

June 4th & 5th – Galatians 1:11-24 
June 11th & 12th – Galatians 2:15-21 
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Each week faithful members of St. Mark’s return to God what God has first given to them in their financial offering. It is called  
faithful Stewardship and it is a time in which our gifts of money are dedicated for God’s use in the world. Each gift is important and 
each gift is essential. 
 

Our financial offerings are not given to a budget but to God. They are the means for the church to be God’s hands and feet and 
eyes and ears in the world. Our offerings are not a dues paying time, they are not collections on a debt. They are a response to 
God for all of God’s love to us in Christ Jesus. 
 

Recently I put together a way to see how the financial offerings received at St. Mark’s are used in the mission and ministry of the 
congregation. I used for this process a fictitious member by the name of John Doe. John Doe contributes $20 each week and this 
is how John Doe’s offering of $20 is used as a part of the whole adopted budget of St. Mark’s for 2016 of $869,383. 
 

   
  
 Area                     Percentage of $20        Amount of $20                 Area                     Percentage of $20        Amount of $20 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
If you know anything about church finances you can see there are some disconnects in how John Doe’s funds are utilized. 
 

 Most church budgeting experts indicate that not more than 25% [and many say no more than 17%] at most should be  
dedicated to Building/Site/Mortgage lines. St. Mark’s is 16.6% over that normative operating guideline of 25%. 

 

 Considering that Christian Education and Worship are the two primary larger populated ministries, St. Mark’s is dedicating only 
a combined 36 cents of every $20 contributed to these priority areas. 

 

 Stewardship is responsible for carrying the load of encouraging and developing responsive giving however please note that St. 
Mark’s only provides 6 cents, .3%, of every $20 contributed to this essential component of support in the life of the  
congregation. 
 

 Payroll expenses are below what many church budgeting information pieces indicate. 
 

All of this is to help St. Mark’s members understand how important a Capital Campaign is for the mission and ministry of the  
congregation. Dedicating 41.65% of the adopted budget to building/site/mortgage/reserves does not provide for the support of  
essential components to both grow and enhance a congregation. 
 

Over these next months it will be very important for all of St. Mark’s to get on board with the Sharing Our Faith – Securing Our 
Future Capital Campaign so that the witness, mission and ministry of the congregation will be supported and strengthened both in 
our present time and in the time yet to come. 
 
 

~Pastor Olson, Interim 

Outreach                              8.9%                     $1.78 
[Evangelism and our Mission Support for the ELCA and 
Metropolitan Chicago Synod] 
 

Building/Site/Mortgage     41.65%                   $8.33 
[Physical plant, Utilities, Mortgage, Site Maintenance,  
Capital Reserve] 
 

Care/Nurture                       .5%                        $0.10 
[Children, Youth, Adult Education, Fellowship,  
Congregational Care] 
 

Worship                              1.3%                      $0.26 
[All worship, music and instrument related supplies and 
maintenance] 
 

Stewardship                      .3%                         $0.06 
[Offering envelopes and electronic banking] 

Office                                      3.25%                       $0.65 
[Office supplies, mailing, office equipment, Internet expenses] 
 

Executive Committee            .17%                         $0.03 
[Conferences, conventions, Synod Assembly, Council events] 
 

Personnel Expenses             5.18%                        $1.04 
[Professional staff pension/health, mileage, education] 
 

Music Personnel Expenses  2.75%                       $0.55 
[Saturday organist, Bell Director, Accompanists, Holiday  
Musicians, Contemporary Service Musicians] 
 

Staff Payroll                            36%                          $7.20 
[All Staff Members]  



Newsletter Submission Information Update 
Submissions for the weekly Courier are due each Monday by noon for that weekend’s publication. 
Submissions for the July Vineyard are due by noon on Monday, June 13th. Submissions will be added in 
the order in which they are received. Early entry of your submissions is welcomed!  

 

Please email articles for the Vineyard and Courier to Nicole Ferrier at: nferrier@stmarksaurora.net or place 
handwritten articles in her mailbox. If you have any questions please email or call Nicole at: (630) 897-6891 ext. 27.  

Volunteering - A Servant’s Heart...Priceless 
A big time thank you to all the volunteers who helped dig up and spread mulch at CDC this past Saturday, April 23rd. We had 
17 volunteers, which made the process of spreading 50 yards of mulch a much easier day.  

“More on 34” Event  
The annual garage/rummage sale known as “More on 34” (along Route 34 stretching from Yorkville to  
Galesburg) is just around the corner – Saturday, June 18th. It’s a daytime trip where we will find 
“treasures,” stop for lunch and visit with each other as we drive a portion of the route. Check out the 
website: moreon34.org to view photos and other details. We will be leaving St. Mark’s at 8am and 
returning around 5pm. Lunch will be somewhere along Route 34. We will drive in small groups and ask 
you to consider being a driver. Room in vehicle for “treasures” is helpful. Number of miles of our trip will 
depend on the number of stops we make. A sign-up sheet will be at the Welcome Center beginning in 
June. Call Deb Friend (630-892-6616) or Ginny Pavesich (630-337-7004) with any questions. 

Fellowship & Ministry  
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Thank you 
A big time thank you to Doug Nord for his help on the Fox Trail Home (Parish House). Your help, your  
expertise, and your availability is very much appreciated! Thank you!  ~Ed Malert and Staff 

Thank You  

St. Mark’s Child Development Center Update 
There has been a leadership change at the St. Mark’s Child Development Center. Merrilee Parkhurst is no longer our Director. We 
thank her for the years of leadership and dedication to this ministry. We were able to accomplish much under her direction. 
 

Colette Patterson, our Assistant Director, has been appointed as Interim Director. 

Thank You 

I want to say thank you for all of you that said prayers and sent positive thoughts my way while I had shoulder 
surgery. The surgery was a success, but I still have the long road of full recovery. Each day is easier than the 
one before when you have a church community behind you praying for you! Thank you also for the get well 
cards. They meant a lot to me.  ~Annette Wood 
 

St. Mark’s Child Development Center Items Needed 

They could use a few more items: 
 A gently used recliner. 
 Sizes infant - 6x boy or girl pants, sweatpants, stretch pants, or shorts. 
 Sizes 2 - 6x boy and girl underwear. 

 

If you have any of these items, please call the center at 630-897-6063. 
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Memorial Tree Program  

Members and friends may purchase a tree to plant at St. Mark’s in celebration, in honor, or in memory of a loved 
one. We hope that this addition to our property offers beauty and a meaningful space for all to enjoy. The price 
is $450 for a 4” diameter tree planted with a tree spade or $300 for a 2 1/2” - 3” diameter tree balled and 
burlapped. The nurseries will plant the trees and donors may be present when the tree is planted. Memorial 
trees will be planted west of the education wing and north of the church along Galena Blvd.  
 

Brochures with order forms can be found at the Welcome Center. Order forms and payment may be 
dropped off at the office or placed into the office mailbox. For more information, please contact Gregg Kobliska / 
Ed Malert, Facility Managers at: emalert@stmarksaurora.net.  

New Chairs for the Community Room  

Many meetings and classes take place in the Community Room, (the room to the right of the entrance with the nursery in the 
back). Presently we have old, cold, hard folding chairs around the tables. 
 

In order to make our class and meeting times more comfortable, the Congregational Council has approved the request to order 
20 chairs similar to those in the Sanctuary Hall. Those chairs were purchased in 2011 and are serving us well. The cost of the 
chairs with shipping is $625, monies from undesignated memorials will be utilized. Come on and in have a seat! 

Father’s Day Outreach  

Our 10:30am worship during the summer will provide for variation in style and form each week.  
Responsive litanies, affirmations of faith, prayers, music, and communion liturgies will all provide for 
a fresh summer focus during the months of June, July, and August. 
 

In addition, at each 10:30am worship service there will be a Children’s Message so that all  
members of our families have the opportunity to be included. Much planning has gone into making 
the 10:30am worship service an inclusive and participatory time. All younger families are invited to 
make it their time along with all members and friends of the congregation. 

Beginning the weekend of May 28th/29th, we will have the table and dedication sheets set-up for Father's 
Day. Again, you may honor/remember the important Father figures in your lives. Simply list them on 
the dedication sheet and put your donation in the envelope provided. You have the option of putting the  
envelope in the offering play or giving it to the host at the Welcome Center. Also available at the table will 
be cards for your use to let your loved one know what you have done in their honor. Our goal for Father's 
Day is to purchase, through the ELCA Good Gifts program, three fish farms. This includes the pond, 
fish food, and a few fast growing fish, such as Tilapia. The results are a pond teeming with enough fish to 
feed a village community regularly. Healthy meals for families is the goal. The cost of each fish farm is $250, making our goal for 
this project $750.  
 

The ELCA Good Gifts catalog offers a wide variety of gifts, perfect to honor someone who already has everything they need. 
Check it out.  

mailto:emalert@stmarksaurora.net


June Calendar 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Summer Worship - Join Us! 
 

Remember the 10:30am Worship Service 
will have a special Children’s Message 
during the summer.  

  1 
9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
 

2 
 

3 
6:30p Al-Anon 

4 
Pentecost 3 
Coffee Sales 
5:00p Worship 

5 
Pentecost 3 
Coffee Sales 
9:00a Worship  
10:30a Worship 
2:00p Brankey Piano Recital 
5:00p Sutterlin Piano Recital 
 

6 
9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit Pickers 
6:00p Naomi Circle -  Ginny Pavevich 
7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

7 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
 
 

8 
9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
 

9 

 

10 
 

Synod Assembly 
6:30p Al-Anon 
 

11 

Pentecost 4 
Synod Assembly 
11:00a Sampson Violin/Cello Recital 
4:15p Blood Pressure Screening 
5:00p Worship 
 
 
 

12 

Pentecost 4 
9:00a Worship 
9:30a Blood Pressure Screening 
10:30a Worship 
11:45a Council Meeting 
 
 

13 

9:00a Faith Circle - Ruth Benson 
10:00a Outreach Meeting 
6:00p CDC Board Meeting 
7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

14 

1:00p Staff Meeting 
 

15 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
6:30p Vision Team Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 

 

17 

6:30p Al-Anon 
 

18 

Pentecost 5 
5:00p Worship  
 

19 

Pentecost 5 
Coffee Sales 
9:00a Worship 
10:30a Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
9:00a Ruth Circle 
10:30a Spiritual Journaling 
 
 

21 

1:00p Staff Meeting 
 
 

22 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
 
 

23 
 

Adult Fellowship - Rock River Boat Ride  

24 

6:00p Neid / Shurtleff Wedding Rehearsal 
6:30p Al-Anon 
 

25 

Pentecost 6 
10:30a Neid / Shurtleff Wedding 
1:00p Fox Valley Youth Ensembles 
5:00p Worship 
 

26 

Pentecost 6 
9:00a Worship 
10:30a Worship 
 
 
 

27 

9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit Pickers 
 
 

28 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
 

29 
9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
7:00p Hope Circle 

30   

 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, Ill inois 60506 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday / 9:00am - 4:00pm 
 

Phone: (630) 897-6891 
Fax: (630) 897-4842 
Web: www.stmarksaurora.net 
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Petal Power: Why Is Gardening So Good For Our Mental Health? 
 

Ways Horticulture Helps Us Heal, Overcome Anxiety and Lift Low Mood 
By Sarah Rayner, Posted May 13, 2015 Psychology Today 

 

Why does cajoling seeds into growth or a savage pruning session refresh the spirits so? Time and again research reveals that  
gardening has a positive effect on our mental health, so let's explore what it is that seems to make horticulture so healing. 
 

1. Looking after plants gives us a sense of responsibility. I remember when my mother gave me a little spot in our garden to 
tend. I must have been about five. I demarcated it with stones and planted forget-me-nots and ‘poached eggs' flowers that still 
make me smile. Having to care for plants is a good way to learn responsibility for other living things and when we are small it 
helps develop an appreciation of the magic of nature. 

 

2. Gardening allows us all to be nurturers. It doesn’t matter if we are seven or seventy, male, female or transgender,  
gardening underlines that we are all nurturers. Horticulture is a great equalizer: plants don’t give a fig who is tending them and 
for those with mental health problems to be able to contribute to such a transformative activity can help boost self-esteem. 

 

3. Gardening keeps us connected to other living things. Gardening can act as a gentle reminder to us that we are not the 
center of the universe. Self-absorption can contribute to depression, and focusing on the great outdoors, even in the  
pared-down form of a patio, can encourage us to be less insular. As long ago as 2003, research concluded that for those in 
mental health units and prison, the social nature of group gardening is beneficial because it centers on collective skills and  
aspirations rather than individual symptoms and deficits. Yet to dig and delve in a walled or fenced garden also helps to keep 
vulnerable people within boundaries both literally and metaphorically, allowing them to feel safe at the same time as they  
expand their horizons. 

 

4. Gardening helps us relax and let go. For many, the peacefulness associated with gardening comes not from its social  
aspect however, but the opposite. It enables us to escape from other people. ‘Flowers are restful to look at. They have no 
emotions or conflict,’ said Freud. Tending to plants allows us to tap into the carefree part of ourselves with no deadlines,  
mortgage or annoying colleagues to worry about. Moreover, the rhythmic nature of many tasks associated with horticulture, 
weeding, hoeing, sowing, sweeping, allows thoughts to ebb and flow along with our movements. 

 

5. Working in nature releases happy hormones. To say that gardening encourages us to exercise and spend time outdoors 
might seem a statement of the obvious, but it’s worth reminding ourselves that what’s good for the body is also good for the 
mind. When we exercise, levels of serotonin and dopamine (hormones that make us feel good) rise and the level of cortisol (a 
hormone associated with stress), is lowered. It’s true that a session in the garden can leave you dead on your feet, but it can 
also get rid of excess energy so you sleep better and ultimately feel renewed inside. 

 

6. Being amongst plants and flowers reminds us to live in the present moment. As I explain in my little book on anxiety, 
'when we let go of ruminating on the past or worrying about the future and instead focus on the here and now, anxiety lessens ’. 
So one of the best ways to calm the anxious mind and lift mood is to become more ‘present’. Next time you’re in a garden, 
pause for a few moments and allow yourself to be aware of your senses. Listen. Touch. Smell. See. Just a short time  
experiencing the fullness of nature like this can be very restorative. 

 

7. Gardening reminds us of the cycle of life, and thus come to terms with that most universal of anxieties: death. In the 
plant world, regeneration is a matter of course, but psychological repair does not necessarily come easily to us. One way of 
working through difficult emotions is through rituals, and gardening is a form of ritual involving both the giving of life and  
acknowledgement of its end. As such, it works within our minds as a symbolic act. As well as creating beauty, gardening is a 
reminder that we are all nurturers in turn is reflected in our cultural traditions. It’s no coincidence we create gardens of  
remembrance and mark the scattered ashes and graves of our loved ones with roses, shrubs and trees; by doing so we’re  
acknowledging that from dust we all come and to dust we return. 

 

8. Some aspects of gardening allow us to vent anger and aggression... Clearly then, horticulture is not all sweetness and 
light: nature has its dark side too. In a similar vein, some of the therapeutic power of gardening is that it allows us to unleash 
our anger and aggression as well as providing an opportunity to nurture. Why beat pillows with a baseball bat or yell at the cat 
when you have a hedge to hack? I confess there are times when I enjoy cutting and chopping and yanking and binding as 
much, if not more, than sowing and feeding and watering, and the great thing about destructiveness in the garden is that it can 
all be in the service of growth – if you don't cut back the plants, you will be swamped by them. 



If I can be of assistance to you or someone you know, please call me, 630- 897-6891, ext. 23. 
 

Jean Clementz, RN 

Presence Mercy Medical Center 

Faith Community Nurse at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
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9. ...whilst others allow us to feel in control. In a similar vein, anxious people often feel overwhelmed, and gardening can be a 
good way of gaining a sense of control. Moreover, whereas trying to control other people is invariably a fruitless exercise, 
you’re more likely to succeed in controlling your beds and borders, which can make gardening a particularly satisfying  
experience. 
 

10. Last but not least, gardening is easy. When it comes to growing things, for all its power of healing, the world of plants can 
feel intimidating to an outsider. If you’re new to gardening you may well be anxious you won’t have ‘green fingers’ and here, as 
with all new ventures: starting small is key. You don’t need a garden the size of a meadow to enjoy horticulture; you don’t even 
need a patio. Just one hanging basket or few pots along a window ledge can lift the spirits whenever you look at them, and if 
you’re strapped for cash, why not recycle an old container like a colander or ice-cream carton? 

 

I also recommend looking for packets that say ‘Ideal for Children.’ Who cares if you left school years ago? Nasturtium are a good 
bet, as are sweet peas, or, if you can find a patch of earth which gets sunshine, try sowing sunflowers or poppies directly into the 
soil. It’s the perfect time of year to get planting and gardening is a lot more affordable than many other forms of therapy, so why not 
grow yourself better by making an appointment with Mother Nature today? 

Children & Youth Ministry  

Register for Surf Shack VBS: July 25 - 29th 

www.StMarksAuroraVBS.com  
 

Catch the Wave of God’s amazing love this summer at Surf Shack at St Mark’s from July 25 - 29th, 9am - 
12pm daily. We need your help! There is a table in Narthex with a list of all of the positions we need to 
fill: everything from kitchen help, to crafts, to music, to just leading kids from station to station. Register to 
be a volunteer at: www.StMarksAuroraVBS.com.  
 

Online registration is also open to register your for kids! The sooner you can register, the easier it is to 
plan our crafts, snacks, science projects and t-shirts. So please visit: www.StMarksAuroraVBS.com 
today to register your children. Also download the free Surf Shack VBS app from the ITunes app store or Google Play to give your 
kids a chance to meet the characters, play some games and hear the VBS music before July! 

Thank You for Years of Dedication! 
 

A big thank you to Susan Manning for her years of dedication to our Wednesday night  
dinners for FDL. Susan has been running the FDL kitchen since 2011 and as her daughter is  
graduating from High School so ends her term as head chef! She has provided us with so many  
delicious, healthy meals that the kids and volunteers love like her mini bean burritos, cheeseburger 
soup, chicken and creamy noodles, and homemade snickerdoodle cookies. This is a huge job and 
many people don’t realize the time and effort it takes to plan, shop, prep, and cook a meal for 75 - 
100 people every Wednesday night. We will greatly miss you and your wonderful stories at FDL!  
Thank you for everything you do for St Mark’s! 



We are pleased to let you know that a deposit of $790.00 was made in St. Mark’s 
account on behalf of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans’ Thrivent Choice Program. 
Thank you for supporting St. Mark’s with your Thrivent choice dollars. If you have 
any questions contact Thrivent Representative, Brent Bartell at 630-598-2103.  
 

Thank you to: Carol Jensen, Jens Jensen, and Sheryl Murphy 
 

 

Don Friend 

Council President 

(630) 892-6616 
donaldfrnd@yahoo.com 

Preston Runyan 

Treasurer 

(630) 466-7831 
blkcr1957@yahoo.com 

Rick Jansen 

Property 

(630) 253-3800 

sigmolding@yahoo.com 

Heather Rehg 

Member 

(630) 801-4121 

rehg@comcast.net 

Jeanne Flynn 

Member 

(630) 896-6312 
flynn64sq@sbcglobal.net 

Julie Simpson 

Member 

(630) 212-6413 
djsimp480@hotmail.com 

Nicole Ferrier 

Member 

(630) 364-9459 
Leto1281@gmail.com 

Lindsay Meyer  

Member 

(630) 207-2668 
lindsay.meyer84@gmail.com 

 

April  Monthly Financial  Recap  

C o u n c i l  M e m b e r s  S t.  M a r k ’ s  S ta f f  

Pastor Patricia Geiseman, Pastor Ext. 15 

pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net 

Pastor Paul Olson, Interim Pastor Ext. 13 

polson@stmarksaurora.net 

Kristin Young, Director of Worship & The Arts Ext. 16 

kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 

Kari Reiseck, Director of Children’s Ministry Ext. 22 

kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 

Sue Hilderbrand, Director of Bell Choir Ext. 24 

shilder@aglresources.com 

Nicole Ferrier, Director of Communications Ext. 27 

nferrier@stmarksauora.net 

Deb Arcilla, Office Manager Ext. 10 

darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 

John Themanson, Finance Administrator Ext. 19 

jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 

Gregg Kobliska & Ed Malert, Facility Managers Ext. 12 

emalert@stmarksaurora.net 

Jean Clementz, Faith Community Nurse 

 

Ext. 23 

jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 

Jim Erickson, Financial Secretary 

 

(630) 897-0291 

jerickson@stmarksaurora.net 

Colette Patterson, Interim Director of Child Development Center (630) 897-6063 

stmarksdir@att.net  

Terese Ruppel, Nursery Coordinator (630) 466-1036 

ter60554@gmail.com  

 

Thrivent Choice Donations  
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June 4 & 5 Saturday, 5:00pm Sunday, 9:00am Sunday, 10:30am 

Acolytes TBA TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Don Friend Don Friend 

A/V Desk Kasey Minard TBA TBA 

Altar Care Don Bryant Team A Team A 

Bread Baker Jens Jensen Jens Jensen Jens Jensen 

Hospitality Team Toynton, Walz, Bryant, Ostreng Team A Team A 

Reader Clare Toynton Team A Team A 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team A Team A 

June 11 & 12    

Acolytes TBA TBA Brady Reiseck, Aiden Hobson 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Anna Themanson Anna Themanson 

A/V Desk Kathy Walz TBA TBA 

Altar Care Erik Egeland Team B Team B 

Bread Baker Matt Greising Matt Greising Matt Greising 

Hospitality Team Kasey Minard, Terry & Pam O’Connell Team B Team B 

Reader Erik Egeland Team B Team B 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team B Team B 

June 18 & 19    

Acolytes TBA TBA Aiden Hobson 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Greg Jackman Greg Jackman 

A/V Desk Nancy Clark TBA TBA 

Altar Care Sheila Johnson Team C Team C 

Bread Baker Susan Manning Susan Manning Susan Manning 

Hospitality Team Jensen, Tomlin, Jaras Team C Team C 

Reader Pat Larson Team C Team C 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team C Team C 

June 25 & 26   

Acolytes TBA Hailey Jansen Brady Reiseck 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Don Friend Don Friend 

A/V Desk Sheila Johnson TBA Jill 

Altar Care Al & Vicki Lettow Team D Team D 

Bread Baker Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski 

Hospitality Team Al & Vicki Lettow, Dave & Nancy Clark Team D Team D 

Reader Bob Johnson Team D Team D 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team D Team D 

Servers For Worship  
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We’re on the web! 
www.stmarksaurora.net 

www.facebook.com/stmarksaurora 

Pastoral Acts  

Planning a Baptism? 
Visit the Welcome Center for a 

Planning for a Baptism at St. Mark’s brochure. 

HOSPITAL STAYS 
Under the federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA),  
hospitals are greatly restricted in their ability to disclose patient information.  
Consequently, the pastor or church office may not be notified that a parishioner  
has been admitted to the hospital. In the event you are hospitalized or ill and you  
would like the pastor to know, we please ask that you or a family member inform  
the church office directly. We care about you!  (630) 897-6891 

Weddings 
 

Jonathan L. Rosa & Caitlin M. Whitson ~ 4/23/16 

 

Funerals 
 

S. Eugene Johnson ~ 4/16/16 

Charles W. Walters ~ 4/18/16 

David J. Harazin ~ 4/22/16 

Harold L. Andrews ~ 5/18/16 

 

Planning a Wedding? 
Visit the Welcome Center for a 

Planning for a Wedding at St. Mark’s brochure. 

Proclaiming Christ's Abundant Love 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church  
27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, Illinois 60506 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday / 9:00am - 4:00pm 
 

Phone: (630) 897-6891 
Fax: (630) 897-4842 
Web: www.stmarksaurora.net 
 

 
Address Service Requested 


